AMENDED IN SENATE FEBRUARY 8, 1999

SENATE BILL No. 51

Introduced by Senator Alpert

December 7, 1998

appropriation-therefoAn act relating to school finance.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 51, as amended, Alpert—Public—Schosls—Aceountability
Aet-61999School finance

Existing law provides for a system of school finance in the
state.

This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact
legislation that would eliminate redundancy and conflicts
among provisions governing school finance and would make
other changes with regard to categorical and incentive
programs.

Existing—taw—reguires—the—State—Board—et—Eduecation—to—adopt
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Vote: majority. Appropriation:—yesno. Fiscal committee—yes
no. State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHONA—Chapter-6-d{commencirg-with-Section
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SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares
all of the following:

(1) State financial support of public schools is
currently provided through a variety of means, including:

(A) General aid formulas designed to supplement
local property tax receipts and promote equalization of
per pupil funding.

(B) Reimbursement of necessary costs that vary in
accordance with local conditions.

(C) Categorical programs that restrict the use of
financial assistance to certain purchases, services, or
categories of pupils.

(D) Incentives to adopt specific instructional methods
or educational reforms.

(2) The state has adopted a variety of categorical
programs without sufficient consideration for
coordination of these programs and their requirements.

(3) Restrictions placed on the use and application of
categorical funds have tended to focus attention on
process and accountability for funding at the expense of
attention that should be paid to the Ilearning and
achievement of pupils.

(b) Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature to
enact legislation to do all of the following:

(1) Eliminate redundancy and conflicts among state
laws, regulations, rules, and procedures to simplify
programs of financial assistance to public schools.

(2) Revise categorical and incentive programs to focus
attention on pupil outcomes instead of procedural
requirements.

(3) Consolidate and streamline categorical programs
to promote the efficient use of resources and provide local
school communities with needed flexibility in the use of
resources to meet their needs.
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SB 51

All matter omitted in this version of the
billappearsinthebillasintroducedinthe
Senate, December 7, 1998 (JR 11)
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